
PATRONS OF THE TRUST 
Countess Sondes 
 

The Countess Sondes is not a typical member of the British 
aristocracy in either her origin or her attitude. She represents the 
fusion of twenty-first century enterprise and insight, with centuries-
old tradition. 
 
An American by birth, the widowed Phyllis Kane married Henry 
George Herbert, The Fifth Earl Sondes, in 1986. The Countess 
rapidly embraced the natural beauty of Lees Court, the Sondes 
family ancestral Estate, and its way of life evolving over seven 
centuries. When The Earl Sondes died in 1996, The Countess was 

determined for Lees Court to be retained and to preserve the continuance of its way of 
life; she has brought her own unique vision to the Estate. 
                                
Unusually, the ownership of the Lees Court Estate includes the majority of 
the Swale Estuary and Faversham and Oare Creeks.  The Countess Sondes is 
passionate about this area and the Estate adopts a proactive approach to 
its management and conservation. There is particular focus on protecting its 
biodiversity and using the Estate's ownership to responsibly protect 
socio-economic activity on the Estuary and Creeks, including moorings, 
wildfowling, fishing and the management of its oyster beds and works closely 
with Hollowshore Fisheries on the day-to-day activities. 
The aims of the Faversham Creek Trust are aligned with those of The Countess 
Sondes which is why she was honoured to become a patron of the Trust. 
 
Sir David Melville CBE 
 
David Melville is Chair of Pearson Education Ltd. His career 
has been in Further and Higher Education as Vice-Chancellor of 
the University of Kent, Chief Executive of the Further 
Education Funding Council and Vice-Chancellor of Middlesex 
University and before that as a Professor of Physics.  He has 
been a member or chair of a number of national Government 
education reviews and inquiries. He was the Government 
Thames Gateway Skills Envoy, Chair of Health Education and 
the NHS Postgraduate Deanery for Kent Surrey Sussex, 
Lifelong Learning UK, the Higher Education Statistics Agency, 
the Learning and Skills Council in Kent and Medway, the University Vocational Awards 
Council and Higher Education South East, and a board member of the ifs School of 
Finance, the Higher Education Careers Services Unit, The Place and the Council for 
Industry and Higher Education. He is currently a board member of the Parliamentary 
Higher Education Commission, the Network for Black Professionals, and Manchester 
Metropolitan University. He is a Faversham resident and has been a sailor for almost 50 
years. 



 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS/TRUSTEES 

 
 

 

Christopher Wright – Chair 
Professor Chris Wright BSc PhD ACGI MICE CEng FIHT 
CMath FIMA 
Chris Wright is Emeritus Professor of Transport Management, 
Middlesex University, London.  Originally trained as a civil 
engineer, for the last 40 years he has specialised in transport 
research, becoming a chartered mathematician in 1995.  He has 
been chairman of the Executive Committee of the (UK) 
Universities Transport Study Group, and a member of several 
professional committees including most recently, the editorial 
board of the Municipal Engineer.  He has advised the London 
Assembly on aspects of the Mayor’s transport policy, has 
appeared on a number of radio and TV programmes, and 
produced over 150 research papers in the transport field.  Chris 
was a founding Director of the Whitstable Improvement Trust, 
one of the first local community trusts to be established in the 
South East in 1988. 
 

 

Simon Foster – Vice Chair 
Has had an international career with Dunlop and Toyota, 
latterly as Chairman and Chief Executive of Dunlop France 
and Managing Director of Toyota GB Ltd.  As Director of the 
Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders he was an 
industry spokesman. He also has experience of local 
government in Kent. Owner of Dutch sailing barge. 
 

 

Roger Ely 
Creative Services Director in the advertising and 
communications industry.  Recently returned to Faversham 
because of his love for the town and its creek.  Great 
grandfather was captain of the Faversham barge 'Aubrey'. 



 

David Gwyn Jones 
A retired journalist. He worked at The Guardian and the 
Financial Times; at the Sunday Times he was News Editor and 
Managing Editor. He was Editor of The Geographical 
Magazine and Special Reports Editor at The European. 

Eldon Hinchcliffe 
Architectural and landscape designer working from an office 
just outside Faversham and in that capacity is involved as 
architectural and planning advisor to the Faversham Creek 
Trust and the Arden Theatre, and sits on the committees of 
both organisations.  During the 1980s he was secretary to the 
Friends of the Royal, which successfully prevented the 
incorporation of the Royal Cinema into Gange Mews.  He has 
been involved in sailing on Thames Barges since the early 
1970s and belongs to the Thames Sailing Barge Trust.  His first 
visit to Faversham was aboard SB Pudge via the Creek. 
 
Griselda Mussett 
Griselda is a writer and historian, and has been a business 
owner and consultant for 18 years. She trained at the BBC and 
Anglia TV as a broadcast journalist and film-maker, 
specialising in science programmes. She is a life-long 
environmental campaigner, founding the Friends of Faversham 
Creek in 1989, and is its current Chairman. The Friends 
successfully fought through three Public Inquiries to protect the 
Creek from unsuitable, unsustainable development in its lower 
reaches (floodplain). She has a particular interest in young 
people and their advancement and has lived in Faversham since 
1987. 
 
Debbie Lawther 
Debbie fell in love with Faversham Creek in 1988. A South 
London resident since 1973, she gave up social work to study 
computing at UKC In 1987.  Faversham was the perfect base 
for IT jobs in Rochester and Tankerton [or, in Kent].  Debbie 
retired from IT project management at the Port of Dover in 
2006, and is delighted to be working with the Faversham Creek 
Trust. 
 



 

Ian Ludlow 
Ian Ludlow has a successful career in business development 
with international organisations and currently runs a private 
Faversham based company with his wife Jo, helping 
individuals and families by writing Wills and Trusts and the 
administration of Powers of Attorney. Ian owns a “project” 
boat named PEACE which is moored on the Creek. 
 
 
 

 

James Rubinstein 
A former professional musician turned lawyer, James now 
represents clients working within the music industry including 
Oscar, Grammy, Ivor and BRITS award winners. Loves simply 
messing about in boats. 
 
 
 
 
 
Robert Telford 
Retired from the IT industry having worked for GEC Marconi, 
BAE Systems and Computer Sciences Corporation. Started 
work as a Production Engineer in the marine and motor 
industry [Lotus Cars]; Also ran his own manufacturing 
company. Switched to Business Analysis, developing 
engineering and manufacturing systems. 
Currently on the last leg of the refit of a traditional wooden 
boat, sitting in Faversham Creek. 
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Jo Ludlow 
A successful career in business administration for private and 
public organisations.  A qualified NVQ and Apprenticeship 
Assessor.  Jointly runs own company with husband Ian helping 
individuals and families with estate planning. 

 
 


